GOETHE   AS   NOVELIST
Now, in his old age, he appears to return to his youthful tendency
in the Sturm und Drang days, the desire to emphasize the variety of
life within its embracing unity. The composition of Wilhelm
Meisters Wanderjahre is a singular instance of Goethe's preoccupa-
tion with the problem of form. It represents a further stage in his
effort, clearly shown in the Lehrjahre, to give an artistic presenta-
tion of the diverse aspects of life which possess a unity in life, but
cannot be easily combined in a single aesthetic pattern. The
search for an adequate form occupied his attention for a number
of years. He began to write the Wanderjahre in 1807 when he
composed some of the Novellen contained in it, together with a
sketchy framework story. In 1820 he added the section entitled
Die padagogische Provinz and from 1821 to 1829, besides making
other additions, he devoted his energy to the task of unification.
The whole of the material was important for him and he sacri-
ficed none of it, except Die Wahlverwandtschaftenwliidihzdgcown
into a full-size novel. He retained the accounts of human passion
represented in the Novellen, the treatises on technical processes
like spinning and weaving, the theories of education, the accounts
of religious principles and the treatment of problems such as
emigration. Of the finished work he repeatedly said that it was
cast in different moulds, but that it possessed a unity of purpose;
it was "nicht aus einem Guss, aber doch.aus einem Sinn". Con-
sidering this statement and the labour which Goethe devoted to
the work, we are compelled to conclude that its structure is not
the result of failing craftsmanship, but the product of a clear
intention.
Into the centre of the first book Goethe placed the first chapter,
and into the middle of the whole work the second instalment, of
Die pddagogische Provinz. This enunciation of the ideas which he
believed to be the guiding principles of life in the modern world
represents the focal point of interest of the entire volume. Its
fundamental unity, as conceived by Goethe, consists in the rela-
tion of all the other parts to the doctrines set forth here. The
Wanderjahre deals primarily with the manifold aspects of life
which the inauguration of a new era in European civilization
had brought into being. Goethe saw with regret the passing of
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